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Marlynn and Bill Scully ’57 have long made Trinity-

Pawling a primary focus of their generosity—think 

Scully Dining Hall and the Scully Scholars program. 

Grateful to the school that has transformed so 

many young men’s lives, they have parlayed their 

appreciation into philanthropic support, creating 

numerous and meaningful opportunities for today’s 

students and scholar-athletes, always in areas of 

greatest need.

Understanding that philanthropic leadership 

is vital to every school, the Scullys now seek to 

inspire others to follow in their footsteps. In May 

2015, during a trustee dinner honoring departing 

Headmaster Arch Smith and wife Gay, the Scullys 

announced a historic challenge. They have 

committed $10 million that will enable the School 

to build a new athletic facility if other members 

of the T-P family will contribute a matching 

$10 million to the Trinity-Pawling endowment.

Through the dual nature of their challenge, the 

Scullys hope to inspire alumni, parents, and friends 

toward philanthropic leadership at levels they may 

never have considered before. “The idea,” says Bill, 

“is to use our gift as leverage to bolster the 

endowment while at the same time meeting one 

of the school’s greatest physical plant needs—a 

new field house.” The corpus of the Scullys’ gift 

will construct the Smith Field House, to be named 

for both Arch Smith and Phillips Smith, leaders 

whom Bill feels played a “tremendous role in 

Trinity-Pawling’s renaissance from the early 

1970s to the present.”

Meanwhile, by focusing the second half of 

their challenge on T-P’s endowment, the couple 

wishes to draw attention to the indispensable role 

that endowment—and in particular unrestricted 

endowment—plays in the current and future fiscal 

health of the school.

Long term, says Bill, he and Marlynn would like 

to see Trinity-Pawling become stronger and more 

competitive as a result of their challenge. “I want 

T-P to continue on its ascendency,” he says; 

“long-term, I want it not only to survive, but to thrive.”

“THE IDEA IS TO USE OUR GIFT AS LEVERAGE TO BOLSTER THE 

ENDOWMENT WHILE AT THE SAME TIME MEETING ONE OF THE SCHOOL’S 

GREATEST PHYSICAL PLANT NEEDS—A NEW FIELD HOUSE.”

Call to Action

BILL SCULLY ’57 AND HIS WIFE, MARLYNN,  

ISSUE HISTORIC CHALLENGE TO STRENGTHEN  

ENDOWMENT AND BUILD T-P'S NEW FIELD HOUSE

The Scullys have constructed their challenge 

to encourage other members of the T-P family 

to reflect on the role of Trinity-Pawling in their 

lives and to consider similar leadership at new, 

substantial levels. These matching endowment gifts 

can be designated for general use at the discretion 

of the trustees, or they can be directed to support 

specific areas of the School. They will be managed 

and carefully stewarded within the Trinity-Pawling 

endowment for long-term growth and permanent 

income-generation. When the goal of $10 million in 

new endowment resources is reached, the Scullys 

will match this effort with $10 million toward 

Trinity-Pawling’s new field house.

Conversations are already underway with 

several individuals considering seven figure gifts 

to the Challenge. The School is eager to expand 

these conversations with other alumni, parents, 

and friends who share the Scully’s vision of 

financial and programmatic strength for Trinity-

Pawling. If you have questions or would like further 

information, contact Grayson Bryant, director of 

advancement, at gbryant@trinitypawling.org 

or (845) 855-4828.

The endowment is a group of invested funds that generates income to support the students, teachers, and 

programs of Trinity-Pawling. While our current endowment of $32.7 million (as of June 30, 2013) sounds like 

a large amount, this resource is meant to be invested, not spent. The entire purpose of an endowment is to 

manage it carefully over time so that it will provide reliable annual income—today and into the future.

Trinity-Pawling has posted a balanced budget for over  

30 years, and experience has made us a lean, focused,  

and efficient institution. We are clear about our mission  

and our caliber. Yet T-P's exceptional programs do not 

rest on a secure financial foundation. At the present time, 

the School is extraordinarily dependent on tuition, which 

supplies approximately 80 percent of operating cost each 

year. Philanthropy covers another 18 percent (nine percent 

from endowment income and nine percent from the 

Trinity-Pawling Fund.)

 Economic conditions and demographic trends already 

indicate how unrealistic (and therefore risky) it will be to 

continue relying so heavily upon tuition. After more than  

30 years of significant programmatic success, we must 

now ensure that Trinity-Pawling has the financial foundation 

to advance for the future. With a stronger endowment,  

Trinity-Pawling can secure its progress and continue to 

move forward with inspirational strides—changing the life 

of each young man, and offering even greater innovation 

and leadership in boys education.

WANTED: PHILANTHROPIC LEADERS TO ANSWER THE CALL

WHAT IS AN ENDOWMENT, ANYWAY?

How the Trinity-Pawling endowment stacks up

School

Hotchkiss

Choate Rosemary Hall

Taft

Loomis Chaffee

Berkshire

Westminster

Salisbury

Kent

Westover

Pomfret

Suffield

Trinity-Pawling

Millbrook

Canterbury

Total Endowment 2013

$391,252,657

$317,866,454

$212,710,977

$174,593,365

$108,637,810

$83,447,344

$76,832,690

$59,199,930

$55,073,234

$39,460,417

$36,918,399

$32,777,750

$26,997,739

$21,995,670
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